
P A C K A G I N G  C O U N C I L  O F  N E W  Z E A L A N D  ( I N C )

TABLE OF CONTENTS

FOREWORD 3

TABLE OF CONTENTS 4

SCOPE OF THE CODE 5

KEY PRINCIPLES 7

1. PACKAGING FUNCTIONALITY 8

1.1 Meet Technical Performance Requirements 8

1.2 Meet Consumer Needs and Expectations  8

1.3 Use of Appropriate Materials 9

1.4 Labelling and Symbols to Help Re-use, Recovery and Recycling 9

2. RESOURCE EFFICIENCY 11

2.1 New Product Development (NPD) Process  11

2.2 Existing Packaging Review  12

2.3 Minimise Materials  13

2.4 Transportation (Supply Chain) Effi ciencies 13

2.5 Water and Energy Effi ciency 13

3. LOW IMPACT MATERIALS 15

3.1 Re-usable Packaging 15

3.2 Post Consumer Recycled Materials 16

3.3 Recyclable Materials 16

3.4 Materials from Renewable Sources 17

3.5 Degradable Materials  17

3.6 Risks Associated with Hazardous Materials 17

3.7 Locally Sourced Materials 18

3.8 Materials from Responsible Suppliers 18

4. END-OF-LIFE OPTIONS 19

4.1 Recovery for Recycling Purposes 19

4.2 Recovery for Composting Purposes 19

4.3 Energy Recovery 19

4.4 Landfi lling 19

PACKAGING, ENVIRONMENTAL CLAIMS AND THE LAW 20

EXTERNAL ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTING AND SUSTAINABLE PROCUREMENT  25

GLOSSARY  26

APPENDIX A - Standards, Codes of Practice and Guidelines 28

APPENDIX B - References and Further Resources 29

APPENDIX C - Performance Indicators and Associated Metrics 31

APPENDIX D - Packaging Design Checklist for all NPD and Existing Packaging Review  36

APPENDIX E - Reporting Template 39


